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When flying to Southern California from the East 
Coast or traveling back from Las Vegas along 
historic Route 66, it is hard to miss the lush, green 

acres of lemons, grapes, squash, and other crops that stand 
out against the endless tan vistas of California’s Mojave 
Desert. 

Cadiz Ranch is located in the remote Cadiz Valley of 
eastern San Bernardino County, a former train stop nestled 
between the majestic Marble Mountains and Route 66, 
now known as National Trails Highway.

The appearance of this verdant, 50-square-mile outpost 
among the desert creosote and cactus begs the question: 
How?

The secret to this successful farming development at 
Cadiz Ranch is water. Nestled at the confluence of two 
watersheds spanning approximately 1,300 square miles—an 
area nearly three times the size of the city of Los Angeles—
Cadiz Ranch is underlain by a significant aquifer system 
that extends more than 1,000 feet below the Earth’s surface. 
The watershed is naturally recharged by groundwater 
that originates as rain and snowmelt in the surrounding 
mountains, some which reach 7,400 feet in elevation. 

The owners of the property identified the watershed and 
location in the early 1980s using NASA satellite data and 
then spent several years building a contiguous land position 
and searching for groundwater.   

In 1986, Cadiz Inc. planted its first crop—red table 
grapes—relying on the life-sustaining groundwater supply 
for irrigation.

 The ranch’s use of the aquifer for irrigation has been 
strictly monitored by San Bernardino County. Cadiz Inc. 
and its partner growers use environmentally sound farming 
methods to protect this valuable water supply, including 
drip irrigation, soil moisture sensors, and data-driven 
irrigation control systems.  

Innovative water management methods and other 
sustainable practices have been able to make this some of 
the most productive farmland in the region. Because of the 
pest-free environment, many of the crops grown at Cadiz 
Ranch are certified organic.

“We are proud of our farming history at Cadiz, which 
has always been guided by the principle of sustainability 

and a holistic land management strategy to ensure we 
protect this unique desert environment we’ve called home 
for 30 years,” said Scott Slater, chief executive officer and 
president of Cadiz Inc.

The farm supports lemons grown and sold by Limoneira 
of Santa Paula, one of the largest growers of the fruit in the 
United States and the lessee of 1,480 acres at Cadiz. Also 
cultivated here are certified-organic, dried-on-the-vine 
raisins farmed by Cadiz Inc. and its partners since 1992.

“The hot, dry climate and pure water supply that is low 
in salts and free from industrial pollution have created an 
ideal environment for producing organic raisins,” long-time 
Cadiz Ranch Operation Manager Lesley Thornburg said.
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According to Ms. Thornburg, Cadiz has grown a variety 
of other crops over the years, including red flame, black 
seedless, and green seedless grapes; watermelon; peaches; 
nectarines; plums; radicchio; romaine lettuce; honeydew; 
cantaloupe; and tomatoes.

The farm’s infrastructure includes seven interconnecting 
wells with an annual production capacity of 13,000 
acre-feet of water. That is enough to supply 2,100 acres 
of leased agricultural land, as well as housing and kitchen 
facilities for 300 workers. 

The property is one of the largest contiguous private 
landholdings in the Mojave Desert region with access 
to water, major railroads, and highways, making its 

accessibility to urban Southern California, Las Vegas, and 
Phoenix markets more practical.  

The area has been approved by San Bernardino County 
for a groundwater conservation and storage project, known 
as the Cadiz Water Project. The company also plans to 
develop a tourist-based steam train operation and cultural 
center at the ranch once the project is constructed.

The agricultural operations are expected to continue. “We 
are dedicated to maintaining this important connection to 
the local community,” Ms. Thornburg said.

Courtney Degener is vice president at Cadiz Inc. She can be 
reached at cdegener@cadizinc.com.
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Careful management of 
groundwater resources 

has ensured the success 
of Cadiz Inc.’s long-time 

agricultural development 
in the Cadiz Valley of 

eastern San Bernardino 
County, California.


